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Lawyers Commi3ee on Nuclear Policy (LCNP) welcomes the entry into force of the Treaty on the 
Prohibi?on of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) today, January 22, 2021. The TPNW joins and robustly 
affirms an exis?ng body of interna?onal law that condemns and prohibits the threat or use of 
nuclear weapons. 

The TPNW’s entry into force comes 25 years aKer the Interna?onal Court of Jus?ce found that use 
of nuclear weapons is generally contrary to interna?onal humanitarian law (IHL) and declared that 
states have an obliga?on to nego?ate in good faith and achieve complete nuclear disarmament.  

It is now widely recognized that the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons would contravene IHL, 
notably the principles of dis?nc?on, propor?onality, and precau?on as well as the prohibi?on of 
indiscriminate a3acks. The devasta?ng, indiscriminate, and long-las?ng effects of radiological 
explosions on human vic?ms and the environment cannot be jus?fied under the law. The TPNW 
invokes the dire humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons in its preamble, and—in addi?on 
to prohibi?ng the use and threat of use of nuclear weapons—explicitly bans states par?es from 
developing, tes?ng, producing, manufacturing, acquiring, possessing, or deploying these weapons 
of catastrophic destruc?on.  

Importantly, the TPNW also establishes much-needed obliga?ons of assistance to vic?ms of 
nuclear weapons tes?ng and use and also requires environmental remedia?on of affected areas. 
LCNP welcomes in par?cular the treaty’s acknowledgment of the dispropor?onate impact of 
nuclear weapons on Indigenous communi?es and women and girls. The use and threatened use of 
nuclear weapons violates human rights law, including the right to life; the TPNW rightly invokes, in 
addi?on to IHL, the applicability of interna?onal human rights law to nuclear weapons.  

The TPNW is a powerful product of decades-long work and advocacy surrounding the existen?al 
risks that nuclear weapons pose. Its first mee?ng of states par?es will take place before the end of 
this year and offers an excellent, addi?onal opportunity to advance and strengthen the 
implementa?on of interna?onal humanitarian law, human rights law, and general and complete 
disarmament. 
  
Today, we celebrate the TPNW’s entry into force and call on states that have not yet ra?fied the 
Treaty on the Prohibi?on of Nuclear Weapons to sign and ra?fy with urgency.


